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Dorota Babilas

Paris Opera Palais Garnier
History, art and myth

The Paris Opera house is undoubtedly one of the most recognizable examples
of French eclectic architecture of the second half of the 19th century, as well
as one of the most recognizable monuments in the French capital.
Designed by Charles Garnier (and thus called Palais Garnier) it continues
to inspire reinterpretations in various forms of art, as well as literature, film,
and theatre. The most famous example is the novel The Phantom of the Opera
by Gaston Leroux, where Palais Garnier becomes a scene of the gothic-style
love-crime story.
The book presents thoroughly the history of the building, analyzes its artistic
decorative programme, and points out some examples for its cultural significance.
Dorota Babilas, Institute of English Studies, University of Warsaw.
Publication 2018

| 232 pp.

978-83-235-3173-9
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I. Chorosz

A journey across the industrial pale
of settlement

The Polish textile industry. Jewish factories and Jewish
workers, vol. 1
Ed. Artur Markowski
Documentary coverage created in 1900 and 1901 by the journalist I. Chorosz
(Jakub Perelman) who visited Jewish factories and workplaces and asked the workers
about the work system, the fairness of the wages, the production technology and
its efficiency, and the employment conditions.

Series “Sources in Jewish history
of the Polish territories
in the 19th and 20th century
(up to 1939)”
Publication 2019

| 212 pp.

The texts are the testimony of modernization desires of some members of Jewish
intelligentsia in the Russian empire. The author, being sure of the advantages of
industrialization, worries about the Jewish masses – impoverished and undeveloped.
The texts are not only a good basis for finding out about the working and living
conditions of the Jewish workers but also an interesting source for studying
the economic history of the so-called Western guberniyas of Russia.
Artur Markowski, Faculty of History, University of Warsaw, POLIN Museum of the History

of Polish Jews.

978-83-235-3860-8
Highlights 2018/2019

6 / 31

C U LT U R E

THE UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW PRESS

HISTORY
L I T E R AT U R E

Andrzej Diniejko

Between literature and politics
Benjamin Disraeli and his times

To say Benjamin Disraeli was an interesting man is not to say anything.
The son of Jewish immigrants, in youth a dandy with exotic looks, as well
as a popular writer, and in the mature life a charismatic statesman, he became
the leader of the Conservative Party and held the office of the prime minister
twice in times of the greatest splendour of the British Empire implementing
many significant reforms.
The book focuses mainly on the literature–politics relations in Disraeli’s life,
which is all the more interesting, because today his long political career
(1837–1880) is still a subject of controversies and debates, while his literary
work has been almost completely forgotten.
Andrzej Diniejko, University College of English Language Teaecher Education,
University of Warsaw.

Publication 2019

| 294 pp.

978-83-235-3991-9
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Kamil Popowicz

Saint-Simon and Saint-Simonians –
from revolution to colonization
The history of a religion (1803–1870)

Salvation of the world through industrial revolution, emancipation of women
and the union between the East and the West – we are used to different ideas
of the modern thinkers. The tricky point is, however, that these ideas are not
the modern ones. They were created in the 19th century within the religious
doctrine called Saint-Simonianism.

Publication 2018

| 286 pp.

978-83-235-3657-4

This doctrine – eclectic, pantheistic and messianic – was formulated by count
Claude Henri de Saint-Simon during the period of the Bourbon Restoration.
His followers proclaimed the emergence of New Christianity that was to meet
the needs of a new era. They were among the first to suggest the construction
of the Suez Canal, to build the railways in France and Algeria, to plan colonization and modernization of Africa. They recruited the most talented engineers
and industrialists, as well as the most powerful bankers of their time, exerting
significant influence on France in the 19th century.
Kamil Popowicz, Institute of French Studies, University of Warsaw.
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Korean feminine worlds

Between the heritage of Confucianism and the challenges
of modernity
Eds. Romuald Huszcza, Justyna Najbar-Miller, Anna Wojakowska-Kurowska
From the 15th-century moral treaty for women to the female head of state,
from the representation of a woman in the modern language to her legal status
in South Korea: the presented collection of studies takes us through various
aspects of the Korean world. It is devoted to the presence of Korean women
in the social life of different epochs, in history, culture and literature, to the
beginnings of the feminist movement in many areas of literary and artistic work,
as well as to the representations of famous Korean women, the heroines of mass
imagination.
Romuald Huszcza, Justyna Najbar-Miller, Anna Wojakowska-Kurowska, Faculty
of Oriental Studies, University of Warsaw.

Series „Coreana Varsoviensia”
Publication 2019

| 266 pp.

978-83-235-3892-9
Highlights 2018/2019
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Mieczysław Dąbrowski

Only sex?

Anthropology of eroticism from Sade to Houellebecq
The author discusses well-known theories on sex and sexuality and analyses
the works in which the narrative focuses on the issues of biology, body, sex,
and eroticism. Moreover, the ongoing discourse in culture regarding this subject
is presented against a broad backdrop of civilization changes and the thresholds
of linguistic resistance, established by law, customs or religion, which the language of literature overcame, more and more freely describing the issues
of eroticism.

Publication 2018

| 286 pp.

978-83-235-3460-0

Two names mark the time frame of the book: Sade and Houellebecq.
This awakes the reflection on the evolution of the European culture. What is
the role of the intentional perversion, when the strict rules of the human erotic
life are loosened? Sade is shown here as an author but also a revolutionary
theoretician who made the norms relative; Houellebecq – as a fashionable
and attractive artist who in the annihilation of forms noticed something more
than the eruption of unbridled liberty, i.e. the forerunner of dissolution of the
Western civilization.
Mieczysław Dąbrowski, Faculty of the Polish Studies, University of Warsaw.
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ANTHROPOLOGY

Paweł Majewski

Celebration of language

Studies in relations between the world,
the word and the human mind
Based on the analysis of chosen canonic writers and texts of the European culture, the
author follows the variants of the celebrating language, i.e. the language that overpasses
its everyday functions towards philosophical, lingualized thinking. He considers the most
extreme literary cases where communication is almost impossible, in order to understand mechanisms of functioning of linguistic meanings in the cultural transmissions.

Series “Communicare.
History and culture”
Publication 2019

| 300 pp.

The book consists of seven chapter-studies. The first one features an extensive analysis
of Genezis z Ducha by Juliusz Słowacki, the second is an interpretation of letters written
by Arthur Rimbaud from Africa, the third deals with The Letter of Lord Chandos by Hugo
von Hofmannsthal, the fourth – with The Bald Soprano by Eugène Ionesco, the fifth –
with the Story of the Eye by Georges Bataille, the sixth – with some rarely noted aspects
of the philosophy of Democritus and of Greek skepticism, while the seventh is an
attempt at comparing the account of the psychosis of the elderly Daniel Paul Schreber
with the mystical states of Emanuel Swedenborg.
Paweł Majewski, Institute of the Polish Culture, University of Warsaw.

978-83-235-3963-6
Highlights 2018/2019
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Political anthropology in Africa
Ed. Maciej Ząbek
The special value of the volume is that its authors are mainly the practitioners
who conduct their field research in Africa. That is why this collection of articles
on political anthropology in the context of African studies can be seen as a kind
of a guide for those interested in history, culture and politics in Africa.
The authors present the development of political anthropology from a historical
perspective. They look back on the figure of Georges Balandier and analyze his
works. They also write about customary law in refugee camps, the events connected to the end of the war in Algeria, the modern history of both Sudan states
and about the “politicalness” of the filmmaker and anthropologist – Jean Rouch.
Maciej Ząbek, Institute of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology, University of Warsaw.

Publication 2019

| 248 pp.

978-83-235-3885-1
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Bartosz Działoszyński

Civilization

Sketches from the history of the concept in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
The author presents the history of the concept of “civilization” from around
1750 to around 1880. He analyzes texts written by the creators of various
nationalities and specialties: philosophers, historians, linguists, anthropologists,
politicians, travelers, writers and poets. The adopted method of work, leading
from philological analysis to philosophical interpretation, is inspired by research
on the concept of “civilization” conducted by historians of the Annales school;
it also refers to the methods of work of researchers from the Warsaw school
of the history of ideas.
Bartosz Działoszyński, Institute of Philosophy, University of Warsaw.

Publication 2018

| 324 pp.

978-83-235-3283-5
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Włodzimierz Lorenc

Hermeneutic philosophy
Inspirations, classics, radicalizations

The hermeneutic philosophy is undoubtedly one of the most important
philosophical currents of last decades. The monograph considers the main
sources of inspiration of this philosophy, the works of its classic authors,
that is, Gadamer and Ricoeur, as well as its modern radicalizations proposed
by Vattimo and Caputo.
The author tries to answer the question if the radicalizations really open
the chances for development of the hermeneutic philosophy or they turn out
to be a blind alley. He discusses the place of hermeneutics within the framework
of the whole of modern philosophy and proposes some corrections which enable
its functioning as a fully valid way of pursuing philosophy.
Włodzimierz Lorenc, Institute of Philosophy, University of Warsaw.

Publication 2019

| 302 pp.

978-83-235-3887-5
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POLITICAL SCIENCES
Jarosław Jarząbek

Militarization of the subregion
of the Persian Gulf from
the perspective of regional security
complexes theory
The scale of militarization and the increase in military spending in the subregion
of the Persian Gulf are analyzed here from the perspective of regional security
complexes theory, in search of the reasons for the intensive development of
military potentials by different countries of the region.

Publication 2019

| 234 pp.

978-83-235-3639-0

The author assumes that militarization scale is determined by three correlated
factors: significant scale of tensions, conflicts and objectively existing threats for
the security of the subregion states, subjective perception of these threats by
the individual securitizing actors and finally – the temporary accessibility of the
financial resources. Thus, countries of the Persian Gulf are increasing their
military potential because subjectively they feel endangered by the objective
threats and because they possess the necessary means.
Jarosław Jarząbek, Institute of International Studies, University of Wrocław.
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POLITICAL SCIENCES
Marcin Szydzisz

Securitization as a tool of foreign
policy of Israel in light of regional
security complexes theory
The book is concerned with the securitization of the foreign policy of Israel –
from the Oslo I Accord towards contemporaneity. The regional security
complexes theory serves to contextualize the problem and it allows to present
the issues of the Israel security in four basic dimensions: global, interregional,
regional and internal.
The author is convinced that Israel securitizes mainly the regional threats,
being ready to use the emergency measures and trying to persuade this necessity
both to its own society and to the wider international public. He based his
interesting analysis on the official statements of Israeli politicians and diplomats
as well as on the interviews and press information emerging after their meetings
with politicians of other countries.
Publication 2019

| 274 pp.

Marcin Szydzisz, Institute of International Studies, University of Wrocław.

978-83-235-3767-0
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POLITICAL SCIENCES
Wojciech Trojan

From Chechnya to Somaliland

The concept of refugee protection in the context
of the organisational and legal culture of the office
of the High Commissioner for Refugees
The evolution of the concept of refugee protection within the office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The aim of the publication
is to portray the institutional challenges for humanitarian aid and the motivational
crisis of its officials who are inspired by the legal and humanitarian values.
Author is seeking the answer for many questions, e.g. why the system of protection and humanitarian aid does not work as it was planned by UN and why the
protection and aid for refugees, that in principles is to be humanitarian, usually
does not meet the expected standards.

Publication 2018

| 418 pp.

978-83-235-3689-5

He discusses various issues, including anthropology of law, social control,
rituals and confidence in high morale of international officials who are to help
the refugees and to protect them.
Wojciech Trojan, for many years a lawyer in the office of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Now an ethnologist cooperating with the UNHCR
office in Warsaw.
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POLITICAL SCIENCES
Łukasz Zamęcki

The umbrella revolution in Hong Kong
Causes, course, consequences

Despite the fact that the protests in Hong Kong lasted less than three months,
they left their imprint on the internal situation of this special administrative
region of China, on its party system as well as on the social and political
attitudes of the Hong Kong citizens.
The author presents causes, course and consequences of the so-called
umbrella revolution in Hong Kong in 2014. In his opinion the protests should be
interpreted in the wider context of the changes that followed 1997, that is,
the moment of the transfer of authority over the region to the People’s Republic
of China. He points out that in Hong Kong there is a common feeling of deprivation concerning two main fields: political values (awaited democratization of the
electoral law) and the well-being values (sense of “dissolving” of the unique
economic status and cultural identity of Hong Kong citizens).
Łukasz Zamęcki, Faculty of Political Science and International Studies,
Publication 2018

| 288 pp.

University of Warsaw.

978-83-235-3260-6
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POLITICAL SCIENCES
Łukasz Zamęcki

The sinicization of the Hong Kong
political system
The socio-political changes in Hong Kong, which are the effect of the People’s
Republic of China taking over sovereignty of the region, are a burning issue.
The process of sinicization of Hong Kong is progressing despite the limitations
which had been placed on the central authorities in Beijing in accordance
with the “one country, two systems” principle. However China continues its
attempts to limit the political autonomy of Hong Kong and too far-reaching
(according to the Chinese authorities) political ideas of the Hong Kong
pro-democratic camp.
The author presents the model of political sinicization, the area of changes
and the tools used to subordinate Hong Kong to China. The book allows
to understand better why the Hong Kong citizens, despite apparent economic
success, are greatly unsatisfied with their present situation.
Publication 2019

| 274 pp.

Łukasz Zamęcki, Faculty of Political Science and International Studies,
University of Warsaw.

978-83-235-3921-6
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PSYCHOLOGY and MEDICINE

Culture towards health
and disability
Eds. Joanna Kowalska, Rafał Dziurla, Kamilla Bargiel-Matusiewicz
Volume discusses the issues of health and disability in respect of psychological
and cultural conditions. The authors describe impact of cultural factors on taking
care of health as well as the perception and social functioning of people affected
by such disabilities as type 2 diabetes, hearing impairment, autism or intellectual
disability. This interdisciplinary publication makes a significant contribution
to the modern psychology of rehabilitation and is addressed to psychologists,
sociologists, pedagogues, doctors, nurses, social workers and all those who are
interested in the cultural context of health and disability.
Joanna Kowalska, Rafał Dziurla, Kamilla Bargiel-Matusiewicz, Faculty of Psychology,
University of Warsaw.

Series „Psychology of disability”
Publication 2018

| 238 pp.

978-83-235-3539-3
Highlights 2018/2019
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PSYCHOLOGY and MEDICINE

Senses in the aging process
Eds. Beata Kazek, Justyna Wojciechowska
Aging is not an easy process. Neither for a person subjected to, nor for the people
around. But it is usually much easier to deal with something if we understand its
nature. That is why this book was written: specialists from different disciplines such
as geriatrics, laryngology, logopaedics, ophthalmology, dentistry and psychiatry
provide a useful tool not only for doctors and students of medicine, but also for
therapists, physiotherapists, caregivers and members of the families.
Authors describe changes taking place as time goes by, which involve sight, hearing,
balance, touch, taste, and smell, as well as dental, orthodontic and phoniatric problems and the premature aging of the senses in genetically determined diseases.
These topics are supplemented by a description of the anatomy and the aging of the
brain and the senses from the perspective of psychiatry.
The book can also be helpful as a collection of clues while creating the administrative programmes to answer the needs of the aging society.
Beata Kazek MD, a paediatrician and a neurologist connected with the University
Publication 2019

| 214 pp.

978-83-235-3849-3

of Bielsko-Biała. Cofounder of CWR Persevere – diagnostic and therapeutic unit for people
with communication disorders, including autism.

Justyna Wojciechowska, a linguist. Institute of University of Bielsko-Biała.
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SOCIOLOGY

Marcin Darmas

Keeping distance

Sociological reflections on boxing
“You can play football but you cannot »play« boxing” – said Mike Tyson. This sport
is associated with violence. But is its true face? Boxing intrigues, it carries a kind
of truth about the tragic human condition. It was described by Ernest Heminway
and Jack London. There are many films on boxing, like Rocky and Raging Bull. But what
happens, when a sociologist enters a boxing ring?

Publication 2019

| 246 pp.

978-83-235-3952-0

„I lived a boxer’s life for more than three years – says the author of the book.
– I trained, strenghtened myself, took and stroke blows”. The book is based on
a three-year participant observation, as well as philosophical, literary and sociological
sources. The author has described the community of boxing fighters and coaches.
The central category used in the analysis is “distance”: during the fight (out-fighter
or in-fighter style) but also in the geographical, social and intergenerational sense.
But this is not only the sociological observation of the boxers during their arduous
preparations for a fight. The authors poses other questions, in search for answers:
What does boxers’ everyday struggle look like? What do they have to sacrifice to
reach their dreams? Does a coach substitute parents and social care to them?
And is there any connection between chivalry and boxing?
Marcin Darmas, Institute of Sociology, University of Warsaw.
Highlights 2018/2019

22 / 31

SOCIOLOGY

THE UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW PRESS

Dagmara Woźniakowska-Fajst

Stalking and other types
of emotional violence
A criminological study

Stalking and other forms of emotional harassment (mobbing, bullying and sexual
abuse) are equally horrifying at every lattitude. The author presents the results
of Polish research on stalking court records, but at the same time she systematized
psychological and criminological definitions of phenomena classed as emotional
violence, their history and cultural determinants, as well as information on the
scale of occurrence of these phenomena in Poland and in other parts of the world.

Publication 2019

| 372 pp.

978-83-235-3671-0

She analyses in details regulations of EU countries criminalizing stalking and
Polish criminal and misdemeanour laws concerned with stalking, as well as
regulations concerned with mobbing, sexual harassment and bullying. She describes the profiles of perpetrators and victims of emotional violence, in particular taking into consideration the typology of stalking perpetrators and victims.
Finally, she discusses the reactions (formal and informal) for stalking and other
acts of emotional harassment.
Dagmara Woźniakowska-Fajst, Department of Criminology and Penal Policy,
the Institute for Social Prevention and Resocialisation, University of Warsaw.
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Łukasz Drozda

Bottom-up urbanism

The nightmare of participation and the production
of space
The book deals with the issue of evaluating the effects of the currently followed
urban policies, especially in reference to the so-called nightmare of participation.
It is part of a debate concerned with phenomena such as urban social conflicts,
the revitalization of urban space, urban planning and housing policies. The author
analyses the problem of gentrification in Poland and its links to revitalization
programmes.

Publication 2019

| 272 pp.

978-83-235-3931-5

On the basis of his research on the bottom-up production of space in Warsaw,
New York, and Istanbul, he is searching for answers to some important
questions all the actors organizing the urban policy and revitalization have to
face. Does participating production of space work in practice? Does the bottomup city planning (artists, urban movements, residents involved) always improve
quality of life and strengthen local communities? Or maybe sometimes it changes
into the “nightmare of participation” and subordinates the urban space to the
most privileged actors operating in the cities?
Łukasz Drozda, Institute for Social Prevention and Resocialisation, University of Warsaw.
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Agnieszka Kępkowicz

Identifying types of public spaces
The author distinguishes and defines fifteen types of public space, such as:
quasi-plaza, a place to celebrate, a “tamed” forest, a targeted recreational area,
a civic spot, a green space, a wild promenade, a neighbourhood spot and others,
based on a study conducted in the years 2016–2018 in seven towns of the
Izabelin commune (the metropolitan area of Warsaw), using a method devised
by the author and discussed in the publication.
The presented results of the study have been used to determine the potential
of the analyzed space within an interdisciplinary framework, combining issues
connected to architecture, landscape, urbanism, life and social sciences, as well
as elements of the economics of space. The proposed method will definitely
be useful for design purposes, diagnosing existing public space and developing
typologies of other kinds of public spaces.
Agnieszka Kępkowicz, an active landscape architect. University of Life Sciences in Lublin.
Publication 2019

| 228 pp.

978-83-235-3959-9
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Dorota Mantey

The model of public space confronted
with suburban reality
An example of suburbs near Warsaw

The author confronts suburban recreational spaces with the model of urban
public space, which is founded on three values: diversity, accessibility and public
control. The basis for this confrontation is formed by the results of a survey
study, observations of the behaviours of the space users and an analysis
of spatial policies of selected suburban municipalities of Warsaw. The functional
value of recreational spaces is assessed by measuring their prosocial character.
The research is accompanied by a reflection on the social concept of space,
the contemporary theory of place and public space.
Dorota Mantey, Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies, University of Warsaw.

Publication 2019

| 252 pp.

978-83-235-3607-9
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Anna Grzegorczyk, Barbara Jaczewska, Stéphanie Jankel,
Peter van Gielle Ruppe, Mélina Gaboreau

Housing policy and social segregation
The case of Warsaw, Berlin and Paris

Presentation of the level of social, demographic and ethnic segregation
in Warsaw, Berlin and Paris, together with their metropolitan areas in the context of changing housing policy. The authors discuss the hierarchization of the
categories of people undergoing the process of segregation in the studied areas,
referring to the results of the multidimensional analysis based on the segregation
measures and the field observations. The research was conducted in three
spatial scales: metropolitan, urban and of (selected) districts. The last one was
used to show residential microsegregation.
The publication presents the best practices used to counteract segregation
and thus gives recommendations concerning housing policy.

Publication 2019

| 376 pp.

978-83-235-3846-2

Anna Grzegorczyk, Barbara Jaczewska, Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies,
University of Warsaw | Stéphanie Jankel, L’Atelier parisien d’urbanisme (Apur) |
Peter van Gielle Ruppe, Institute of Geography, Freie Universität Berlin |
Mélina Gaboreau, Agence d’Urbanisme Bordeaux Métropole Aquitaine, a’urba.
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Jacek Pająk

Sound on screen
Between art and craft

As a theoretician and a practitioner, the author makes a cross-sectional analysis
of issues related to the ontology of sound in film. Using the definition
of art formulated by Władysław Tatarkiewicz, the author discusses methods
of creation, function and perception of the sound layer as well as its importance
in creating film reality. The subject matter, presented from a cognitive perspective, relates to auditory construction of the film form, the creation of the aesthetic experience and expressing emotions.
Jacek Pająk, a sound designer, specialist in the film studies. He works within the Film
Research Team Institute of Polish Culture, University of Warsaw.
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